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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 



THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST EDUCATION BOARD 
By Albert R. Bond, Editorial Secretary 

Southern Baptists are addressing themselves to the task of 
making Christian education a commanding part of their benevo- 
lent program. To this end the various agencies of the denomina- 
tion in each state are co-operating and there has also been created 
the Education Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. A 
brief survey of this Education Board is here given: 

Origin of the Board 

Southern Baptists have 114 educational institutions under 
their control. The property value of these is in excess of $21,- 
000,000.00. The schools are located in the states that co-operate 
in the Southern Baptist Convention and are correlated with the 
several Baptist state organizations. Each state gives support 
to its own institutions. Certain schools receive financial aid 
from the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, Atlanta, Ga. Others have a Southwide importance and 
secure assistance through the Education Board. 

At its session at Houston, Texas, in May, 1915, the Southern 
Baptist Convention established an Education Commission, which 
for four years did splendid service in studying the educational 
situation, in publishing tracts and articles and in bringing to 
adequate attention the needs of the various institutions. In May, 
1919, this Commission recommended to the Convention the cre- 
ation of an Education Board, whose work should be the promo- 
tion of education in the South and especially education under 
Baptist organized effort and for distinctly religious ends. 

After mature consideration the Convention heartily decided 
to create such a Board. One member from each of the co-operat- 
ing states of the Convention and a local board of managers were 
made to constitute the Education Board which was located at 
Birmingham, Ala. 

A Year of Beginnings 

The Board was incorporated under the laws of Alabama, 
and Dr. J. E. Dillard, pastor of the Southside Baptist Church, 
consented to serve as Acting Corresponding Secretary. The 
initial task of the Board was largely concerned with finding its 
place and defining a policy. Through the direction of Dr. 
Dillard the Board has begun the creation of a literature on 
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Christian Education. The controlling ambition of the Board will 
be to "enable the denomination as a whole to function in the 
realm of education" ; "to enable our educational institutions, in- 
dividually and collectively, to function in the work of the de- 
nomination"; "to enable the denomination and its schools 
unitedly to function more largely in the life of the world today. ' ' 

The first year of beginnings has shown the need of thorough 
co-operation among the various denominational agencies and of 
vigorous educational propaganda. The Board has published and 
distributed a vast number of leaflets, tracts and articles. A 
widespread and successful campaign was waged, to secure new 
students for the various colleges. The Board co-operated in the 
75 Million Campaign of Southern Baptists from which Christian 
Education is to secure 24 million dollars within the next five 
years. This sum is to be used for the equipment and endowment 
of the 114 Baptist institutions in the South. The Baptist Edu- 
cation Bulletin, a monthly 16-page periodical, has been published 
and distributed free. 

Though the Education Board did not have any precedent 
by which to guide its progress, the end of the first year brings 
it face to face with certain definite aims. 

IMMEDIATE TASKS 

Educational Clearing House. — The Education Board has 
already become a Clearing House for Baptist educational prob- 
lems in the South. This feature of the work will emphasize the 
fact that the Education Board may become a point of contact 
for the varied interests not only of the colleges but for the entire 
Baptist constituency. Data and literature will be assembled with 
such thoroughness that immediate information may be furnished 
upon educational affairs in the South. 

Publicity and Propaganda. — The Board will continue to 
publish the Education Bulletin and will seek to make it a channel 
through which there may go inspirational information to the 
hosts of Southern Baptists. The first task must be to secure a 
competent consciousness among Southern Baptists upon educa- 
tion in general, but especially upon education under Christian 
influences. Out of such consciousness there must evolve a real 
commanding conscience that shall bring Southern Baptists to 
respond to their duty to make their ediicational institutions func- 
tion in the largest possible way. Newspaper articles, tracts, book- 
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lets and various forms of surveys will exploit Christian Educa- 
tion. There can be no real worth-while sense of obligation toward 
the schools without an intelligent appreciation of present needs 
and future opportunities. 

Student Enrollment. — The efforts of the Board to secure 
a large enrollment for our colleges have made such a distinct 
success as to justify making this a permanent feature of our serv- 
ice. The Board will keep in touch with thousands of High School 
graduates with the intention of inducing them to secure a college 
course under Christian auspices. 

A Teachers' Bureau. — The Board will organize a Teachers' 
Bureau, the purpose of which will be to bring teachers and schools 
in touch with each other. This service will be rendered free. 

Baptist Student Activities. — In co-operation with the 
other Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention the Education 
Board will seek to care for the religious needs of the thousands 
of students in Baptist institutions. It is realized that student 
days crystallize character and life purpose. "While there will 
be no sectarian narrowness, there will be a vigorous purpose 
to bring every student in Baptist institutions into vital religious 
experience and to train them for Baptist leadership. 

Southwide Institutions. — The funds of the 75 Million 
Campaign will be apportioned by each Baptist State organiza- 
tion to its several schools. Certain funds will be set aside for 
certain Southwide institutions. This fund of $3,000,000 will 
be administered by the Education Board. 

Educational Survey. — The Education Board will make an 
exhaustive survey of Southern Baptist educational problems 
and publish this in such form as to bring it into wide promi- 
nence. The result of such survey will be to discover not only 
the growing strength of the institutions now, but will help to 
indicate the lines of progress for the future. Such survey will 
include an exhibit of physical equipment, a discussion of the 
curricula, presentation of endowment funds and suggestions 
looking toward a clearer correlation of our entire system. 

ENLARGING PLANS 

Co-operation in Standardization. — The above items of 
policy will be continued. Other tasks will be attempted as op- 
portunity affords. One of the vital problems of Southern Bap- 
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tist institutions has to do with the standardization of our col- 
leges. The Education Board does not seek to dominate the in- 
stitutions or churches in any way, but it can serve in a large 
measure in assisting schools to secure the conditions set forth 
by recognized accrediting agencies. 

Questions of Curricula. — The Education Board hopes so 
to co-operate with the school men as to bring certain recognized 
improvements within the curricula. Baptist schools must fur- 
nish a curricula of equal grade with State and other denomina- 
tional schools. We are glad that many of our schools compare 
favorably with any in the South. In addition to the customary 
courses, Baptist schools should carry a curriculum that empha- 
sizes not only Christian teaching but distinctively Baptistic. 
A Baptist school should not only function socially and civically 
but Baptistically. 

Varied Tasks. — The Education Board has a growing con- 
viction that it should address itself to the tasks of enlisting vol- 
unteers for distinctive Christian service, of helping to solve the 
distressing problem of Southern illiteracy, of the establishment 
of scholarships both upon the individual and New York types, 
of the solicitation of special funds for individual schools and 
of proper care for the religious activities of Baptist students in 
State institutions. 

The Education Board has not yet had time to give a com- 
plete and definite answer to all confronting problems. It hopes, 
however, to find an enlarging field of service. Southern Bap- 
tists have definitely set themselves to the duty of making Chris- 
tian Education a vital and vitalizing part of their program. 
This conviction has come from a recognition that the school of 
today largely creates the type of thought and life for tomorrow. 

Birmingham, Ala. 



